WEDNESDAY IN FIRST WEEK AT VESPERS

Prokeimenon, Tone 5. (Psalm 11).
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May you, O Lord, guard us, and pro -tect us from this
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gen-er---a----- tion and for ev - - -er.

Verse: Save me, O Lord, for there is no holy one left; truths have dwindled from among
the sons of men.

The Reading is from Genesis. (1:24-31 & 2:1-3)

God said: “Let the earth bring forth living soul according to its kind,
quadrupeds, reptiles, and wild beasts of the earth according to their kind;” and it was
so. And God made the wild beasts of the earth according to their kind, and the cattle
according to their kind, and all the reptiles of the earth according to their kinds. And
God saw that they were good. And God said: “Let us make humanity according to
our image and according to our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and
the flying creatures of heaven and the cattle and all the earth and all the reptiles which
creep upon the earth.” And God made humanity, according to the image of God he
made it; male and female he made them. And God blessed them, saying: “Increase
and multiply, and fill the earth, and have dominion over it; and rule the fish of the sea
and the flying creatures of heaven and all the cattle and all the earth and all the
reptiles which creep upon the earth.” And God said: “See, I have given you all seed-
bearing grass, sowing seed, which is upon the whole earth; and every tree, which has
in it fruit of seed-bearing seed, shall be food for you, and for all the wild beasts of the
earth and for all the winged creatures of heaven, and for every reptile which creeps
upon the earth, which has in itself a soul of life, and every green grass shall be food.”
And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made; and behold, they were
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day. And the
heaven and the earth were accomplished, and all their array. And God accomplished
on the sixth day the works which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from
his works which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it;
because on it he rested from all his works, which God had begun to make.

Prokeimenon, Tone 6
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Look on me, and hear me, O Lord my God.

Verse: How long, O Lord? Will you finally forget me?
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The Reading is from Proverbs. (2:1-22)

My son, if you accept utterance of my commandment and hide it in yourself,
your ear will obey wisdom and you will apply your heart to understanding; you will
apply it to the instruction of your son. For if you call upon wisdom and give your
voice to understanding, while you seek perception with a loud voice, and if you seek
it like silver, and search it out like treasures, then you will understand the fear of the
Lord, and you will find knowledge of God; because the Lord gives wisdom and from
his face knowledge and understanding. And he treasures up salvation for those who
act uprightly; he will protect their path, to guard the ways of just deeds; and to
protect the way of those who respect him. Then you will understand justice and
judgement, and direct all good courses. For if wisdom comes into the mind, while
perception seems to be good to your soul, good counsel will guard you; while holy
thought will watch over you, that it may deliver you from a wicked way, and from a
man who speaks nothing trustworthy. Alas for those who abandon straight ways to
journey in ways of darkness; who are glad at wickednesses, and rejoice at wicked
perversity! Whose paths are crooked and whose tracks are winding, to take you far
from the straight way, and make you a stranger to just purpose. My son, do not let
yourself be taken by wicked counsel, which has abandoned teaching from her youth,
and forgotten God’s testament; for she has set her house next to death and her door-
posts with the earthborn next to Hell. All those who journey by her will not return,
nor will they take straight paths; for they are not taken by years of life. For if they
had journeyed on good paths, they would have found smooth paths of justice. They
will be good builders of the land; but the innocent will be left behind in it; because
the upright will inhabit the land and the holy will be left behind in it. The ways of
the ungodly will perish from the land; while the transgressors will be destroyed from
it.
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